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SERMON BY

Pastor Ervin Daugherty, Jr.

PRAYER

My Maker, hold me in Your hand; O Christ, forgiven let me stand;  Blest Comforter, do not depart; 
with faith and love enrich my heart.  Lord, bless and keep me as Your own; Lord, look in kindness 
from Your throne;  Lord, shine unfailing peace on me by grace surrounded; set me free.  Amen

TEXT

Mark 6:14-29
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, "John 
the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous 
powers are at work in him."  But others said, "He is Elijah." And others said, 
"He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old." But when Herod heard of it, 
he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised." For it was Herod who had 
sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her. For John had been saying to 
Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife." And Herodias had 
a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept 
him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him 
gladly.

But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. For when 
Herodias’ daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And 
the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to 
you." And he vowed to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of 
my kingdom." And she went out and said to her mother, "For what should I 
ask?" And she said, "The head of John the Baptist." And she came in 
immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, "I want you to give me at 
once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." And the king was exceedingly 
sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his 
word to her.  And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to 
bring John’s[d] head. He went and beheaded him in the prison and brought his 
head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 
When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a 
tomb.

Good morning in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

We see in our lesson for today that John the Baptist spoke the truth and it cost him his life.  Not 
everyone wants to hear the truth of God.  Never the less, the truth is still the truth.  I have an 
illustration that I would like to share with you even though I cannot give you the name of the 
author.  It goes like this.  
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“You are driving down the highway when you encounter a sign that reads, ‘Dangerous Curve 
Ahead.’  Immediately you are confronted with making a choice.  One, you can observe the warning 
and slow down.  Two, you can ignore the warning and maintain your rate oef speed.  Or, three, you 
can defy the warning and speed up.  Whatever response you exercise, you will not change the 
truth of the sign.  The curve remains dangerous, regardless of whether you acknowledge the fact 
or not.”

People have been faced with the truth of their sins and will continue to be faced with the truth of 
their sins.  Some will respond by trusting God and His mercy.  Some others will continue on their 
way with no regard for God at all.  And still others will speed up their sinful ways towards eternal 
death.  No matter how people respond to God’s truth... THE TRUTH IS STILL THE TRUTH.

John the Baptist was not the first one to have to bring the truth to someone who really did not 
want to hear it.  Amos had to do the same.  Amos was instructed by God to tell King Jeroboam 
what was to take place.  The king and his appointed prophet Amaziah took exception to the truth 
that Amos spoke.  Amos is told in verse 12-13:  ...O seer, go flee away to the land of 
judah and eat bread there and prophesy there but never again prophesy at 
Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary and it is a temple of the kingdom.

The king, his prophets and his people would come to regret not listening to Amos and seeking 
God’s forgiveness.  Do you believe that anything has really changed since the time of Amos?  I think 
not.

The words of verses 18-20 give us a good picture of what was going on because of the truth that 
John the Baptist spoke not only to the crowds but to Herod and Herodias;   For John had 
been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 
And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death.  But 
she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man and he kept him safe.  When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed 
and yet he heard him gladly.

If Herodias had not bee in the picture...maybe John would have been able to help change the heart 
and mind of Herod, but that was not the case.  It cost John the Baptist his physical life but it cost 
King Herod and Herodias their spiritual lives.

I would like to share with you the words of Charles Lindbergh because they speak to our lesson 
for today.  Now I understand that spiritual truth is more essential to a nation than the mortar in its cities’ 
walls.  For when the actions of a people are undergirded by spiritual truth, there is a safety.  When spiritual 
truths are rejected, it is only a matter of time before civilization will collapse.”  In our nation today, many 
people say that it is okay to kill unborn children.  It is called abortion and the Bible tells us in 
Exodus 20:13;  Thou shall not kill.  You can make up whatever excuses you want to make but 
the truth is that it is still murder...plain and simple.

The words of Ezekiel 3:10-19 are for both saint and sinner.  They do no allow us to simply look the 
other way when we know the truth of the matter.  Hear now these words from God;

If I say to the wicked, “You shall surely die,” and you give him no warning nor 
speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way in order to save his life, that 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand.  
But if you warn the wicked and he does not turn from his wickedness or from 
his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you will have saved your life.

We are called simply to speak the truth.  Even though there are many who refuse the truth...there 
are some who hear the truth and respond to it.  One such case that jumps to mind, is when the 
prophet Nathan had to confront King David about his affair with Bethsheba.  We hear the results 
of this confrontation in II Samuel 12:13-15;  David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 
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against the Lord.”  And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away 
your sin; you shall not die.  Nevertheless because by this deed you have 
utterly scorned the Lord, the child that is born to you shall die.”  then Nathan 
went to his house.

It is God’s hope that whenever a person is confronted with the truth of their sin... that they would 
repent and be forgiven because of God’s great love.  That was true in King David’s day and it is 
true today.

Peter within a few days of Jesus’ ascension, boldly told the people of Jerusalem that they had 
crucified the Messiah that God had sent for them.  Listen to their response and then the response 
of Peter in Acts 2:27-38;  Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart and 
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” and 
Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.”  And because of this simple message, we are told that 3,000 souls were saved 
that day.  And it did not stop there but continued on.  Verse 47b ends the chapter this way;  ...and 
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

We have the same calling today that Peter had roughly 2,000 years ago.  We share the words of the 
truth of Jesus.  Many of the people who have been involved with abortions have come to know the  
truth... and yes, the truth has set them free.  THis came about simply by sharing with them the 
words of Jesus found in John 14:6;  I am the way and the truth and the life; no one 
comes to the Father but by me.  People who have done the very worst of sins have heard 
these words of Jesus Christ and been changed for all eternity.  They are numbered among us as 
fellow saints in Christ.  For we too have been forgiven of our sins... both those that are known by 
all and those that are only known by us and God.  We have come to rejoice in the wonderful 
words of truth written for us in Ephesians 1:13-14;  In Him you also, who have heard the 
word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation and have believed in Him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of His glory.

The very last sentence in the book The Gospel and Personal Evangelism by Mark Dever tells all of 
us a truth found in the Bible... we should remember it all the days of our life.  It says this, We do not 
fail in our evangelism if we faithfully tell the gospel to someone who is not subsequently converted; we fail 
only if we do not faithfully tell the gospel at all.  The truth of God has been shared by the people of 
Immanuel for over 120 years.  After this worship service we hope to call another pastor to 
continue the sharing of that message to all who will hear or not hear.  Please pray for him.  That he 
may take the words of Psalms 119:160 to hear and to the people;  The sum of they word is 
truth and every one of thy righteous ordinances endures forever.

And may it not stop there.  May the words of Psalm 86:11 also give him and many others great joy;  
Teach me they way, o Lord, that I may walk in thy truth; unite my heart to 
fear thy name.

We ask that God give His approval to the pastor that is best for Immanuel, the community and the 
world mission of Jesus Christ.  We pray that the truth always remains spoken as the truth. 

Amen
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